


History
discovered

On June 18, members of the Hay Market 
Lodge No. 313, Ancient Free and 
Accepted Masons (A.F. & A.M.)  will 
observe their 100th anniversary. The 
event will take place from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
and will feature an open house at the 
lodge at 6713 Jefferson Street, barbecue 
dinner, live entertainment and special 
award presentations. Most Worshipful 
John M. Chambliss, Grand Master of 
Virginia, will join in the celebration.

 Prince William County and the Town 
of Haymarket officially recognized the 
anniversary on Feb. 16, the actual date 
of its charter, but members of the lodge 
wanted to wait until warm weather for 
the celebration. 

Master of Hay Market Lodge No. 313 
is Geoff Swanberg, of Lake Ridge. 
Other officers are Senior Warden Jerry 
Hampton, Junior Warden David Perry, 
Secretary Jim Kraut, Treasurer Wayne 
Grindle Sr., Senior Deacon Kevin 
Feltmann, and Junior Deacon Doug 
Collins.

A Rich History in Haymarket

In many ways, Freemasonry in Haymarket 
has closely mirrored the history of the 
town; it has had its ups-and-downs, 
periods of prosperity and decline, and 
has felt the same effects from outside 
influences.

The Town of Hay Market was chartered 
in 1799, and while there had been Masons 
in Prince William County as early as 
1769, it wasn’t until the town was selected 
as the site of the District Court in 1802 
that Freemasonry was established there. 

“With the Court also came the Masons, 
and finding it too far to return to 
Dumfries Lodge No. 50 for meetings, 
decided to petition the Grand Lodge 
for the establishment of   Lodge at Hay 
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Geoff Swanberg, Master of Hay Market Lodge No. 313 (standing), talks with Lodge Secretary Jim 
Kraut in front of the lodge on Jefferson Street. 
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Market,” 
according to 
“The History of Hay Market lodge No. 
67,” written by Past Master Edmund B. 
Roland in 1998. “On Dec. 15, 1802, the 
Grand Lodge issued a charter in the name 
of Hay Market Lodge No. 67, appointing 
James Wiggington, a former member of 
Dumfries Lodge No. 50, as Master; John 
W. Wiggington, Senior Warden; and 
William Shaw, Junior Warden. 

Hay Market Lodge No. 67 met in the jury 
room of the District Courthouse building 
(now St. Paul’s Anglican Church),  “…
this being the most convenient place, and 
most of its members were in some way 
connected with the Court,” according to 
Mr. Roland. “It is assumed that the lodge 
prospered as long as the Court remained 
in Hay Market.” 

Like the town of Haymarket, Lodge 
No. 67 face a period of decline after the 
District Court system was abolished in 
1807 and the Court moved to Brentsville. 
Representation at meetings at the Grand 
Lodge was inconsistent between 1808 
and 1812, and Mr. Roland states that 
between 1801 and 1812, the meeting 
place was moved from the courthouse to 
the Hay Market Inn. By 1816, the lodge 
was dormant. 

Various versions exist about what 
happened to the original 1802 charter 
of the lodge after it was declared extinct, 
only to resurface during the Civil War. 

One account states that around the time 

of the burning of Haymarket in 
November 1862, the charter 
was found by a Confederate 
officer – presumably a 
Mason – who recognized its 
significance and saved it. 
He was later killed at the 
Battle of Bristoe Station in 
October 1863, “…and the 
blood-stained charter of this 

lodge taken from his body by 
a doctor of the Federal forces,” 

according to Charles J. Gillis 
in “Haymarket’s First Masonic 

Lodge,” written in 1945.  Brother 
Surgeon McDermott, a Mason, was 

the doctor who recovered the charter.

Years later, the charter was returned to 
the Grand Lodge in Richmond, where it 
was “…framed and hung in the Trophy 
Room,” for many years, according to 
Mr. Gillis.  Sadly, the 1802 charter was 
misplaced when the Trophy Room was 
remodeled, and this time lost forever.

Freemasonry Returns to Haymarket

After a long absence, a new Masonic 
lodge was established in Haymarket. A 
petition supporting the new lodge signed 
by ten high-ranking Masons representing 
seven area lodges was sent to the Grand 

Lodge of Virginia in support of the new 
lodge. The petition was approved, and on 
Feb. 16, 1911, the Grand Lodge issued a 
charter to Drinkard Lodge No. 313, and 
assigned the lodge to Masonic District 1. 
The lodge was named in honor of Past 
Master William F. Drinkard.

Having met previously in Rector’s 
Wheelwright shop in Haymarket, the 
Masons set out to build a lodge of their 
own. On June 23, 1914, Brothers George 
G. Tyler, J.E. Beale, W. M Jordan, M.G. 
White and W.H. Shirley were appointed 
to a committee to execute the planning, 
financing and construction of a new 
lodge building. The maximum amount 
to be borrowed for the project was set at 
$1,200. 

Work began soon afterward, and the 
lodge on Jefferson Street was completed 
six months later. The first meeting was 
held there on Jan. 25, 1915, and final 
indebtedness – $729.95 – owed to Brown 
& Hooff, a building materials company in 
Manassas, was ordered paid on Aug. 23, 
1915.

The lodge continued through two World 
Wars, the Great Depression and other 
events that had direct impact on the 
citizens of Haymarket. Over the years, 
many prominent men from the town and 

Commemorative coin was cast celebrating Hay Market Lodge’s 100th anniversary.

The design and placement of elements in the meeting room on the second floor of the lodge are 
dictated by Masonic tradition. There are only slight differences in lodge meeting rooms across the state.
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Author John Toler is a writer and historian and has served Fauquier County 
for over 50 years, including 4 decades with the Fauquier-Times Democrat. He 
has written and lectured about many legendary characters in Fauquier County’s 
history. Toler is the co-author of 250 Years in Fauquier County: A Virginia Story, 
and author of Warrenton, Virginia: A History of 200 Years.

area around it were Masons, often rising to Master of the lodge. Their photographs are displayed on two walls on the fi rst fl oor 
of the lodge.

“On July 10, 1961, after honoring Most Worshipful Brother Drinkard for 51 years, and at time suffering some embarrassment 
from the name ‘Drinkard,’ the lodge passed a resolution to recommend to the Grand Lodge that its name be changed to the 
name of the fi rst lodge in Haymarket, i.e., Hay Market (two words) Lodge,” according to the account in Haymarket: A Town in 
Transition by Sarah M. Turner. “Subsequently, at the annual Grand Communication of the Grand Lodge of Virginia in 1962, 
the resolution was adopted.”

With 144 members, Hay Market 
Lodge No. 313 has enjoyed steady 
growth in numbers, largely due to the 
increased population growth in the 
area –especially young families – and a 
renewed interest in Freemasonry. Such 
is not the case in other parts of the state 
where the population is aging, declining 
or both, according to Jim Kraut, of 
Heritage Hunt, who also serves as 
District Membership Coordinator.

The Hay Market Lodge Charitable 
Foundation Inc., a 501-C3A non-profi t 
charity, received major funding from the 
estate of the late Lloyd and Mae Van 
Horn, long-standing members of the 
Haymarket community. “It is in their 
name that contributions to charities are 
made by the Lodge,” according to the 
pamphlet, “Freemasonry: A Means of 
Union for Men of Strong Ethical Values,” 
distributed by the lodge. “Throughout 
his lifetime, Mr. Van Horn exemplifi ed 
the ‘Way of Life’ that is a Freemason. 
His deeds continue to benefi t mankind 
beyond his time.” Mr. Van Horn died in 
1994.

In their February 2011 proclamation, 
the Prince William County Board 
of Supervisors recognized that the 
principal goal of Freemasons is “…to 
improve and strengthen the character 
of Individual men, and through 
the individual, the character of the 
community,” and that “Freemasonry has 
been a force in Society … for good in our 
County through Masons’ involvement 
in a host of charitable, educational and 
community supporting activities.” 

With a strong state and national 
organization, clear direction and inspired 
leadership, the future of Hay Market 
Lodge No. 313 is bright, as it enters its 
second century. 

According to the Masonic Philanthropies, “Freemasonry (or Masonry) is a voluntary 
society of men who are drawn together by their common desire to seek ideals which 
have the most worth in the world, and exalt the dignity of every person and the human 
side of our daily activities. To attain these ideals, Freemasons meet in local lodges to 
learn the lessons of the great intellects of the ages, and to apply this knowledge to their 
daily lives.”

Masons trace their roots back to the skilled builders of the great Gothic cathedrals and 
other magnifi cent structures. When the Gothic architecture period ended in the late 17th

century, Masons still gathered in lodges for the purpose of passing on to new generations 
their personal code of conduct. This honored origin is recalled in the Masonic Seal, with 
the square and compasses. 

Distinguished Masons over the years include 16 U.S. presidents, including George 
Washington, and several signers of the Declaration of Independence. Others include 
Virginians Chief Justice John Marshall and governors Harry Flood Byrd II and James 
Gilmore.

 Masonry is a fraternal organization, not a charity or religion, but rather “a society of 
men of strong ethical values who do good works.” Efforts in Haymarket in this regard 
include the child fi ngerprinting ID program (with the Prince William and Fauquier 
County Sheriff’s Offi ces); charitable grants provided each year through the Hay Market 
Lodge Charitable Foundation Inc.; providing funds for academic scholarships through the 
Grand Lodge of Virginia; and encouraging individual members to give volunteer hours 
assisting others in the community.

Freemasonry is the oldest and largest men’s organization in the world, with an estimated 
four million Masons worldwide, meeting in 34,000 lodges in 54 countries. There are 
about three million Masons in the U.S., and 55,000 in Virginia, meeting in 350 local 
lodges. Hay Market Lodge No. 313 currently has 144 members. Unlike some other 
countries, each state in the U.S. has its own Grand Lodge. The Grand Lodge of Virginia 
is in Richmond.

Some of the more familiar orders within the Family of Freemasonry include The Scottish 
Rite, The York Rite, the Shriners, The Grottoes, The Tall Cedars of Lebanon and The 
Masonic Service Association. Relatives of Masons, especially wives, can join The Eastern 
Star. Hay Market Chapter 123, Order of the Eastern Star, was chartered on April 25, 1975 
and meets at the lodge.

Membership in the Masons is strictly voluntary, and there is no effort made to recruit 
new members. But if a man is interested in becoming a Mason, all he has to do is ask a 
Masonic friend for more information, or contact the Grand Lodge of Virginia. 

What is Freemasonry?
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